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COMMENTS
With the objective of assessing the importance of provider training and experience for people living with HIV/AIDS, the authors reviewed the literature (without a meta-analysis). They evaluated immunological outcomes (viral load or CD4 count), medical outcomes (mortality or proportion of patients on antiretrovirals), psychosocial outcomes (qualityof-life measurements) and economic outcomes (healthcare costs). They were able to compare the care provided for patients by experienced and trained providers and the care provided by practitioners without such training and experience. Four studies involving 8488 outpatients living with HIV/AIDS were evaluated. The results demonstrated that there was higher efficacy of outcomes when providers with training and experience in HIV/AIDS care treated the patients. The authors recommended that practitioners who do not consider themselves to be "experts" in HIV/AIDS care and who only have a few such patients under their care need to give serious consideration to the results from this review, which demonstrate that there is a trend towards worse patient outcomes when care is provided by practitioners with low caseloads or training in HIV/AIDS care. For practical purposes, here in Brazil, we have for a long time been emphasizing the importance of training for all professionals involved with HIV/AIDS. The public and private sectors continue to participate in such training all over the country, through programs drawn up by the Ministry of Health's National STD/AIDS Program (sexually transmitted diseases/ AIDS). Such training is also available from state and municipal reference centers for STD/AIDS, medical scientific societies through workshops and congresses and the pharmaceutical industry through programs of continuing medical education. In this way, the results achieved in Brazil are comparable with the results observed in developed countries. This is why Brazil continues to provide an example of successful HIV/AIDS care for the world, and especially for low-income countries. 
